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That is, a substantival clause out of its place is generally
allowed the comma that all but the straitest sect of punctua-
tors would refuse it in its place.
In the present dispute, therefore, the local politicians have had to
choose between defence of the principle of authority and espousing the
cause of the local police.—Times.
Of its forty-four commissioners however few actually took any part
in its proceedings; and the powers of the Commission ...—j. R. green.
The half adverbs half conjunctions of which therefore and
however are instances occupy usually the second place in the
sentence. When there, it is of little importance whether they
are stopped or not, though we have indicated our preference
for no stops. But when it happens that they come later (or
earlier), the commas are generally wanted. Therefore in the
first of these sentences would be as uncomfortable if stripped
as however actually is in the second.
DASHES
Moved beyond his wont by our English ill-treatment of the
dash, Beadnell permits himself a wail as just as it is pathetic.
*The dash is frequently employed in a very capricious and arbitrary
manner, as a substitute for all sorts of points, by writers whose thoughts,
although, it may be, sometimes striking and profound, are thrown
together without order or dependence; also by some others, who think
that they thereby give prominence and emphasis to expressions which
in themselves are very commonplace, and would, without this fictitious
assistance, escape the observation of the reader, or be deemed by him
hardly worthy of notice.'
It is all only too true; these are the realms of chaos, and
the lord of them is Sterne, from whom modern writers of the
purely literary kind have so many of their characteristics.
Wishing for an example, we merely opened the first volume
of Tristram Shandy at a venture, and 'thus the Anarch old
With faltering speech and visage incomposed Answered*:
—Observe, I determine nothing upon this.—My way is ever to point
out to the curious, different tracts of investigation, to come at the first
springs of the events I telU—not with a pedantic fescue,—or in the

